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tion of $30,000 from the JoAnn B. 
Ficke Cancer Foundation to fund one 

full grant for breast cancer research.   

 

We are working on ways to bridge 
the gap between Cancer League and 

those that have money to give to can-

cer research so that we are not reliant 
on chance in the future.  In connec-

tion with this effort, our Corporate 

Advisory Board will be called upon 
to expand Cancer Leagueôs exposure 

in the business arena.  Awareness 

also can be increased significantly 

through the efforts of each one of us 
in sharing the mission of Cancer 

League with those we connect with in 

our daily lives. 
 

Higher participation and increased 

awareness should lead to significantly 
greater financial support for Cancer 

Leagueôs research and service grants 

in Colorado, which is what we are all 

striving for.  Further to this objective, 
our Executive Board and Corporate 

Advisory Board have adopted a goal 

for Cancer League to double the level 
of annual funds available for grants 

by the end of the next two years.  

While this goal is aggressive, its ac-

complishment is essential to meet the 
growing needs of the cancer-related 

research and service community. 

 
I look forward to working with each 

one of you over the next two years, 

and thank you for your continued 
support as we actively pursue our 

mission of finding the ultimate cure 

for or control of cancer. 

 
With Dedication, 

Gary Reece 

 

ñPassionò is the word of the year for 
Cancer League of Colorado, as it is 

the passion to find a cure for cancer 

shared by our more than 400 members 

that drives this organization to its tre-
mendous accomplishments. 

 

This passion was demonstrated over 
the first 60 days of this new year with 

the successful staging and completion 

of three of our four major fundraising 
events.  These events included our 

Golf Classic on July 19th, our 14th 

Annual Race4Research on August 

22nd, and our 2nd Annual Over the 
Edge event on August 27th and 28th, 

of which summaries can be found 

elsewhere in this newsletter.  I would 
like to share that these three events 

have raised almost $200,000 for appli-

cation to research and service grants 
this year.  In addition, the events 

(primarily Over the Edge) were cov-

ered so extensively by the media that 

the resulting public relations benefits 
and community exposure for Cancer 

League have been valued at over 

$200,000.  Iôm sure you join me in 
thanking our event chairs (including 

John Snow for golf, Lin McHaley and 

Olivia Millradt for the race, and  

Rachel Neumann for Over the Edge) 
and their committees and volunteers 

for their substantial efforts to make 

each of these events a success. 

 
As we look forward over the next two 

years, I see an opportunity for Cancer 

League of Colorado to make a signifi-
cantly greater impact on our commu-

nity and in the search for a cure for 

cancer.  Seizing this opportunity is 
about participation and outreach. 

 

Participation begins with expanding 

our membership, which is the life-
blood of this organization.  We are in 

the midst of our membership drive for 

the year, led by Amy Urlacher, during 
which time we ask all of our members 

not only to renew, but to invite a fam-

ily member, a friend or a co-worker to 
join as well and share the passion.  In 

addition, we would like to see every 

member join us to the extent possible 

in actively pursuing our mission by 
sharing their time and talents to par-

ticipate in events, join a committee, 

volunteer, or take a leadership posi-
tion on the board or on a committee. 

 

Outreach is the key to raising aware-

ness in the business community and 
throughout the state that Cancer 

League of Colorado is a major force 

in the battle against cancer.  There are 
still too many Coloradoans that know 

little or nothing about Cancer League.  

As an example, just in the last several 
weeks, we were recommended by one 

of the service organizations we sup-

port to a local private foundation that 

was looking to give money to cancer 
research in Colorado but didnôt know 

Cancer League existed.  As a result of 

this chance communication, Cancer 
League of Colorado received a dona-

Gary Reece 
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Cancer League of Colorado Foundation 
A Lifetime of Service  
 
For more than three decades, Fleta Johnsen has served Cancer League of 
Colorado with uncommon passion and dedication.  After losing her daugh-
ter, Fleta Lynne, at age five, she would embark upon a lifelong battle 
against cancer ï devoting countless hours of volunteer time to this effort.  
Now, this commitment will extend beyond a lifetime, as Fleta and Eldon 
Johnsen have remembered Cancer League in their estate plans. 
 

Although work would pull Fleta and Eldon away from 
Colorado for a few years, they got involved with Can-
cer League shortly after their return in late 1974.  ñWe 
were still part of the American Cancer Society back 
then; we were the Cancer Auxiliary,ò she explained.  
Having lost their daughter only a few years before, 
this opportunity to serve meant a great deal. 
 

As Cancer League grew in strength and numbers, 
new opportunities emerged.  Fleta remembers a time 
during her presidency when the decision was made 
to separate from the American Cancer Society.   ñQuite simply, we felt we 
needed more control over how the money was spent,ò Fleta said.  ñWe cre-
ated the Scientific Advisory Board for Cancer League to help evaluate re-
search grant opportunities.ò 
 

ñAnother big reason was the all-volunteer nature of our efforts,ò she contin-
ued.  ñThe American Cancer Society has overhead, but we donôt.  Cancer 
League has since grown to help many research efforts and service organi-
zations.ò 
 

Another big push was the decision to encourage CU to pursue its Cancer 
Center designation.  ñWhen we started, there was no Cancer Center in Col-
orado.  We helped move this forward,ò Fleta said. 
 

More recently, Fleta helped broker the QuaLife decision to fund Cancer 
League service grants through its donation to Cancer League of Colorado 
Foundation.  She also was an important voice in creating the Endowment 
of Hope, which invests gifts permanently to provide annual support to Can-

cer League. 
 

The decision to make an estate gift was an easy one.  ñCancer League is 
dynamic and vibrant.  The all-volunteer model ensures that every dollar is 
used properly ï there is no waste.  With the Scientific Advisory Board, 
good research decisions emerge.  And now, with the Endowment of Hope, 

our gift can support Cancer League as long as cancer exists.ò 
 

The family conversations were easy as well.  ñWe discussed it with our 
daughters, Sandy and Christine, and everyone understood.  Itôs a way to 
give back, but more importantly, we all agreed that it would be a legacy for 
Fleta Lynne, a way to honor her life.ò 
 

Everyone involved with Cancer League of Colorado is engaged for the 
same reason ï to ultimately bring an end to cancer.  An estate gift can help 
support this work until that day finally arrives.  Please consider remember-
ing Cancer League of Colorado Foundation in your estate plans. 

Support Cancer League of 
Colorado  
 
 
You can make a significant gift to 
Cancer League of Colorado without 
sacrificing any current assets.  In 
short, you create a gift through your 
estate plan, understanding it wonôt 
occur until your estate is settled.  In 
the meantime, you keep your assets 
while insuring your support for Can-
cer League of Colorado continues 
well into the future. 
 
Typically, people name Cancer 
League of Colorado Foundation to 
receive a Bequest through their Will 
or Living Trust.  When talking with 
your attorney, you explain your wish-
es and simply choose the appropriate 
amount or percentage for your gift. 
 
If you already have your plans in 
place, you can update them easily.  
Call your attor-
ney and ask 
about making 
a change.  Itôs 
much less ex-
pensive than 
redrafting all of 
your docu-
ments. 
 
Please consider a gift to Cancer 
League of Colorado and become a 
member of the Endowment of Hope.  
Youôll be making a huge investment 
in a future cure. 
 

&ÌÅÔÁ *ÏÈÎÓÅÎ 
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Cancer League of Colorado Foundation 

A legacy can reflect everything 

you find important and mean-

ingful.  Done well, it becomes a 

statement of love and friend-

ship, signaling your closest rela-

tionships.  And it can be a state-

ment of stewardship and com-

passion, supporting the people 

and efforts you believe in most 

deeply.  A legacy should convey 

your deepest hopes and dreams 

for all that will follow.   

 

Planning your legacy can en-

courage profound conversations 

within your family, forging 

bonds that will endure well be-

yond your lifetime.  Such plan-

ning can teach your children im-

portant lessons, extending wis-

dom that will inform their lives 

in critical ways.  Just as our par-

ents and grandparents built and 

sacrificed for us, we must also 

build for our children and for 

future generations.  An estate 

plan not only distributes your 

assets, it touches lives ï convey-

ing your hopes, dreams, priori-

ties and values.    

 

At its very core, this is the ulti-

mate meaning of legacy. 

 

Almost everyone has something 

to pass on to loved ones, re-

sponsibilities that must be met.  

After addressing these needs, 

many find they also want to 

leave a legacy of caring and  

involvement in their communi-

ty.  Large and small, these gifts 

will prove vital to Cancer 

League of Coloradoôs efforts to 

solve cancerôs complex riddles. 

 

Anyone can make a legacy gift.  

Since everyoneôs goals and re-

sponsibilities are a little differ-

ent, estate gifts come in all 

shapes and sizes.  But they all 

share something important.  

They express a personôs desire 

to give back, providing a meas-

ure of hope to those who will 

face cancer in the years to 

come.  These gifts all impact 

the lives of others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Estate gifts help build Cancer 

League of Colorado Founda-

tionôs Endowment of Hope.   

These gifts are forever ï the 

principal is never spent.   

Invested permanently, they pro-

vide income for Cancer League 

of Colorado in perpetuity, creat-

ing a profound legacy of  

support.   

The simple act of planning your 

estate empowers you to com-

plete the work of your heart, 

enjoying the peace this brings.  

If you would like a gift to Can-

cer League of Colorado Foun-

dation to be part of your legacy, 

please let us know.  We have 

free information that helps ex-

plain your options.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Cancer 

League of Colorado  

Foundation at  

info@cancerleague.org.   

All inquiries will be held in 

strict confidence.  
 

ñCancer research gave me back my life.  It 

gave my children their mother back ï and gave 

my parents back their son.  It gave me back my 

spouse, father, daughter, best friend, aunt, 

cousin, neighbor, coach and mentor.  It gave 

me courage and inspiration.  Cancer research 

has touched a thousand lives.ò 

 -- Cancer Survivors Everywhere 

Claiming Your Legacy  
by Glenna Hale, VP Cancer League of Colorado Foundation 

mailto:info@cancerleague.org
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FEATURED EVENTS 

Cancer League of Colorado cordially invites you to attend our  

Annual Family Holiday Party (formerly Holiday Tea) 
 

Saturday, December 4, 2010  11am-2pm 
We will have fun, family entertainment, a spectacular luncheon and our ever popular  

Holiday Marketplace with many vendors! 
Please note that each vendor will cashier their own station this year; cash or checks are encouraged. 

 

Four Seasons Hotel 
(donôt miss your chance to be part of one of the first events held at this brand-new hotel!) 

1111 14th Street (Arapahoe & 14th) 
Downtown Denver 

   

THE 2011 HOPE BALL  

Please mark your calendar for a wonderful night of fun and CELEBRATION!   

  

On Saturday, May 14, 2011, letôs fill the Hyatt DTC  

with lots of CLC members and friends, both old and new. 

 

 This year we are initiating the Champion of Hope Award,  

which will become an annual award given to a deserving CLC member/friend. 

 

  We are looking forward to a fun evening that will create  

the opportunity to generate more money for cancer research and patient services.   

 

We hope you will want to be part of this event!  

Please call one of us and we will find the perfect spot for your talents.   

Linda Goto   303 691 2028   llgoto@aol.com  

Marsha Lunnon   303 364 3070   trbas@aol.com    

MAKE A DAY OF IT! 
We have a block of tickets to the matinee performance of ñA Christmas Carolò  

at the Denver Center for Performing Arts after the party! 
   Adult plus one ticket to òA Christmas Caroló             $100 
   Child plus one ticket to òA Christmas Caroló                   $70 
   Extra tickets to òA Christmas Caroló                                $50 
   Patron Table (up to 12 guests and 2 tickets to òA Christmas Caroló)        $1,000 

Adult - $55  Child - $25 
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Race4Research 
The 14th Annual Race4Research (R4R), in honor of Michele 
Plachy-Rubin, was a huge success, with over 800 participants 
and more than $54,000 raised for cancer research. The crowd 
was entertained after the race by the band Look Both Ways. 
Everyone also enjoyed delicious pancakes courtesy of  
Bonefish Grill.   
 
A big thank you to our sponsors : Morton Publishing , who 
sponsored our Miracle Mile, PBJ Reece Family , Karcher 
North America , Denver South Anesthesiologists , Atlas Met-
al & Iron , PCL Construction , Rothgerber, Johnson & Lyons , 
Gateway Services , University of Colorado Hospital ,  
Ponderosa Industries  and the Marks, Connors &  
Gruitch Families . 

7ÈÁÔ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ Á ÒÁÃÅȦ 

!Î Á×ÁÒÄ ÉÎ ÅÁÃÈ ÈÁÎÄȦ +ÕÒÔ 2ÏÏÓÅȟ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
(ÉÇÈÅÓÔ )ÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ $ÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ !×ÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ Á ÃÁÎÃÅÒ 
ÓÕÒÖÉÖÏÒȟ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ (ÉÇÈÅÓÔ 4ÅÁÍ $ÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

!×ÁÒÄ ÏÎ ÂÅÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ 4ÅÁÍ 3ÕÒÖÉÖÏÒȢ 

3ÔÅÐÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÏÎÄÒÁ ×ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÒÇÅÓÔ 4ÅÁÍ !×ÁÒÄȟ 
×ÉÔÈ ΫΧ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢ 4×Ï ÔÅÁÍ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ×ÅÁÒ 

ÓÉÇÎÓ ÉÎ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ 3ÏÎÄÒÁ 0ÌÁÃÈÙȢ  

ΨΦΧΦ 2Ϊ2 #Ï-#ÈÁÉÒÓ ȟ /ÌÉÖÉÁ 
-ÉÌÌÒÁÄÔ ÁÎÄ ,ÉÎ -Ã(ÁÌÅÙ 

#,# ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ -ÁÒÔÙ 'ÁÔÈÅÒÓȟ $ÉÁÎÅ "ÒÁÎÄÏÎȟ $ÏÄÙ #ÌÁÒËȟ ÁÎÄ 
3ÈÅÒÙÌ  *ÏÎÁÓȟ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #,# )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ "ÏÏÔÈ 
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by Rachel Neumann and Gary Reece 

 

Smiles and enthusiasm, a rush of 

adrenaline and elevated heart rate 

were common denominators 

among all Over the Edge partici-

pants. But something more im-

portant connected us the last week-

end in August: a commitment to 

fighting cancer. Getting out of our 

comfort zone is never easy, and in 

this case, rappelling down 28 sto-

ries is no ordinary event. Now that 

the rush has subsided, a sincere 

thank-you to all of our participants 

and volunteers is in order. As a 

result of their courage and out-

standing fundraising efforts, Can-

cer League of Colorado is better 

positioned today to make a mean-

ingful impact on the vital research 

necessary to put an end to cancer.  

 

2010 Over the Edge was an enor-

mous success, beyond even our 

most optimistic goals. We are 

thrilled to report that we raised 

more than $152,000 for cancer re-

search during the two-day event! 

That translates to about five 

unique research grants that we can 

fund at local institutions such as 

the University of Colorado Cancer 

Center, The Childrenôs Hospital 

and National Jewish Health. In the 

coming months, Cancer Leagueôs 

volunteer Scientific Advisory 

Board will be reviewing grant re-

quests from researchers, who will 

later be able to apply for additional 

federal funding from institutions 

such as the National Cancer Insti-

tute, which historically has 

matched Cancer League dollars at 

a 20-to-1 ratio.   

 

Over the Edge was successful also 

because of the level of awareness 

it brought to our organization, 

which brings Cancer League clos-

er to achieving our mission. We 

are enjoying a great deal of public-

ity from all of the Denver areaôs 

radio, TV and newspaper outlets.  

And, Dr. Andrew Thorburn , 

Courtney Green, Bailey, Jackie 

Selby, Murphy Huston , Tom 

Higgins, the team at Zachry En-

gineering, Nuclia Waste and oth-

ers contributed to the eventôs suc-

cess by their creative promotion of 

their rappel. Not only did they help 

bring in dollars but they also 

helped attract a great crowd on 

both days. Thanks to each of you. 

 

Participants in Over the Edge have 

joined the company of hundreds of 

others at Cancer League who share 

a belief that we can find a cure for 

or the control of cancer in our life-

time, but not without a lot of hard 

work. If anyone is interested in 

additional opportunities, please 

contact our VP of Membership, 

Amy Urlacher, at 

aurlach@yahoo.com.  

Over the Edge 

One Lincoln Park 

The Tavern Hospitality 

Group 

KOSI 101.1 

Channel 93.3 

87.7 The Ticket 

Jack FM 

ESPN Deportes 

Central Parking 

Tonyôs Catering 

TEC Integration  

Metropolitan Homes 

Ron White Fine Art  

Photography 

Carol and Larry A. Mizel  

The PBJ Reece Family 

Martha and Scott Jentz 

Again, thanks very much for sup-

porting Cancer League by partici-

pating in this unique event. We 

hope every rappeller will do it 

again next year with just as much 

gusto!  

If youôre like some of us, you are 

already gearing up for another 

rappel in 2011!  

 

Mark your calendars for  

September 9-10, 2011.  

The location is to be determined.  

 

To secure your spot, you may  

register now at  

https://overtheedge2011. 

blacktie-athon.com.   

Thank you to our  

Generous  

Sponsors! 

mailto:aurlach@yahoo.com
https://overtheedge2011.blacktie-athon.com
https://overtheedge2011.blacktie-athon.com
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wƻƴϪwC²ƘƛǘŜtƘƻǘƻΦŎƻƳ 
ǿǿǿΦǊŦǿƘƛǘŜΦȊŜƴŦƻƭƛƻΦŎƻƳ όŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ !ŘŘŜŘύ Over the Edge 

mailto:Ron@RFWhitePhoto.com



